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NEW MATERIAL SOLVES A NUMBER OF PRESSING GLOBAL PROBLEMS






26 March 2002
By developing a cemetitous material that is CO2 neutral, is substantially made from wastes, low energy, low cost and recyclable and that can easily and cheaply be made into building materials, John Harrison, the managing director of Tececo Pty. Ltd. (www.tececo.com) has created a solution to global warming, climate change, cost effective housing for the masses and global waste problems, surely four of the most pressing dilemmas facing the inhabitants of earth. The potential for Tasmania, Australia and the globe is enormous.

If a major science organisation had developed the material it would probably have taken 20 years to commercialise (Portland cement took over one hundred years). TecEco Pty Ltd are almost at the commercial stage and it took just a few short years. The technology developed by the company is entirely compatible with Portland cements and blends can be achieved that are as strong or as sustainable as required. Not only that, many blends are corrosion resistant in a manner not contemplated by Portland cement scientists, yet remain compatible with the stated objectives of the cement industry.

TecEco have the support of one the world’s leading materials scientists, Professor Fred Glasser, who said that the technology “represents one of the few recent advances in inorganic cements which are suitable for large volume production,” Another leading materials scientists, Dr Kwesi Sagoe-Crentsil from the CSIRO said that “the theoretical basis of the proposed Eco-cement is logical and the economic and environmental benefits appear excellent.” The company have also won the prize for the best innovation or invention at the recent Tasmanian Innovators and Inventors Expo 2002

The benefits to Tasmania, the state of incorporation of TecEco Pty. Ltd., from researching, developing and deploying the technology are potentially huge – Industries based on it are likely to be clean, use sustainable energy such as from new windmill projects and employ many scientists and engineers because every waste in the world is different and empowering others to use them in a cementitous binder is quite complex.

There has also been enormous interest from the building industry, with a potential of over 8000 homes and the company has not yet advertised.

The challenge facing John Harrison the managing director is to convince enough people in government and industry that what the company have developed is indeed of great importance and that something must be done. before time runs out to obtain global patents. As Edward De Bono, recent “King” of Launceston would doubtless agree, a giant step in thinking outside the box from the top down is required. So called business angels and venture capitalists are neither angels nor venture according to John Harrison – they are after quick bucks. He questions when economic rationalism stops and the common sense and good take over when he also said “ I am here to make a difference, but I cannot do it on my own”.
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